
CHAPTER 2012-212 

 
Committee Substitute for 

Committee Substitute for House Bill No. 937 

 
An act relating to legal notices; creating s. 50.0211, F.S.; requiring that, after a specified date, if a legal 

notice is published in a newspaper, the newspaper publishing the notice shall also place the notice on a 

website maintained by the newspaper, at no additional charge; providing requirements for size and 

placement of such website publication; requiring free access to such online publications; requiring that 

legal notices published in newspapers also be published on another specified website; requiring that, after 

a specified date, newspapers that publish legal notice must provide e-mail notification of new legal 

notices; providing requirements for such notice; providing that an error on a newspaper or statewide 

website shall be considered a harmless error and legal notice requirements shall be considered met if the 

notice published in the newspaper is correct; amending s. 50.041, F.S.; revising physical requirements for 

proof of publication affidavits; authorizing electronic affidavits that meet specified requirements; 

amending s. 50.061, F.S.; limiting the rate that may be charged for government notices required to be 

published more than once in certain circumstances; deleting provisions specifying rates for legal notices 

based on county population; specifying that if a public notice is published in a newspaper, publication of a 

notice on a website pursuant to specified provisions must be done at no charge; amending ss. 125.66, 

166.041, 190.005, and 200.065, F.S.; requiring that website publication of certain legal notices include 

maps that appear in the newspaper advertisements; amending s. 17.325, F.S.; making it optional for the 

Chief Financial Officer to advertise the availability of the governmental efficiency hotline; amending s. 

215.68, F.S.; deleting specific criteria for publishing certain bond notices; amending ss. 120.60 215.555, 

253.52, 255.518, and 380.0668, F.S.; deleting requirements that certain legal notices be published in Leon 

County; amending s. 455.275, F.S.; deleting a requirement that certain notices concerning professional 

licensees who cannot be personally served be published in Leon County; requiring that plain notice to the 

licensee to be posted on the front page of the Department of Business and Professional Regulation’s 

website and provided to certain news outlets; amending s. 473.3141, F.S.; deleting a requirement that 

notices concerning discipline of certain certified public accountants be published in Leon County; 

amending s. 527.23, F.S.; deleting requirements relating to the newspaper publication of certain notices 

relating to marketing orders for propane gas; providing for Internet publication of such orders and for 

providing information to certain news outlets; amending ss. 573.109 and 573.111, F.S.; deleting 

requirements relating to the newspaper publication of certain notices relating to agricultural marketing 

orders; providing for Internet publication of such orders and for providing information to certain news 

outlets; amending s. 631.59, F.S.; deleting requirements for the newspaper publication of certain notices 



concerning insolvent insurers; providing for notice by e-mail or telephone; providing applicability; 

providing effective date. 

 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

 

Section 10. Subsection (5) of section 120.60, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:  

 

120.60 Licensing.— 

 

(5) No revocation, suspension, annulment, or withdrawal of any license is lawful unless, prior to the 

entry of a final order, the agency has served, by personal service or certified mail, an administrative 

complaint which affords reasonable notice to the licensee of facts or conduct which warrant the intended 

action and unless the licensee has been given an adequate opportunity to request a proceeding pursuant to 

ss. 120.569 and 120.57. When personal service cannot be made and the certified mail notice is returned 

undelivered, the agency shall cause a short, plain notice to the licensee to be published once each week 

for 4 consecutive weeks in a newspaper published in the county of the licensee’s last known address as it 

appears on the records of the agency. If no newspaper is published in that county, the notice may be 

published in a newspaper of general circulation in that county. If the address is in some state other than 

this state or in a foreign territory or country, the notice may be published in Leon County. 


