
CHAPTER 2009-85 

House Bill 1021 
 

An act relating to transportation; amending s. 120.52, F.S.; redefining the term “agency” 
for purposes of ch. 120, F.S., to include certain regional transportation and transit 
authorities; amending s. 125.42, F.S.; providing for counties to incur certain costs 
related to the relocation or removal of certain utility facilities under specified 
circumstances; amending s. 163.3177, F.S.; revising requirements for comprehensive 
plans; providing a timeframe for submission of certain information to the state land 
planning agency; providing for airports, land adjacent to airports, and certain 
interlocal agreements relating thereto in certain elements of the plan; amending s. 
163.3178, F.S.; providing that certain port-related facilities may not be designated as 
developments of regional impact under certain circumstances; amending s. 163.3180, 
F.S.; providing a definition for “backlog”; amending s. 163.3182, F.S., relating to 
transportation concurrency backlog authorities; providing legislative findings and 
declarations; expanding the power of authorities to borrow money to include issuing 
certain debt obligations; providing a maximum maturity date for certain debt incurred 
to finance or refinance certain transportation concurrency backlog projects; 
authorizing authorities to continue operations and administer certain trust funds for 
the period of the remaining outstanding debt; requiring local transportation 
concurrency backlog trust funds to continue to be funded for certain purposes; 
providing for increased ad valorem tax increment funding for such trust funds under 
certain circumstances; revising provisions for dissolution of an authority; amending s. 
337.11, F.S.; providing for the department to pay a portion of certain proposal 
development costs; requiring the department to advertise certain contracts as 
design-build contracts; amending s. 337.18, F.S.; requiring the contractor to maintain 
a copy of the required payment and performance bond at certain locations and 
provide a copy upon request; providing that a copy may be obtained directly from the 
department; removing a provision requiring that a copy be recorded in the public 
records of the county; amending s. 337.185, F.S.; providing for the State Arbitration 
Board to arbitrate certain claims relating to maintenance contracts; providing for a 
member of the board to be elected by maintenance companies as well as construction 
companies; amending s. 337.403, F.S.; providing for the department or local 
governmental entity to pay certain costs of removal or relocation of a utility facility 
that is found to be interfering with the use, maintenance, improvement, extension, or 
expansion of a public road or publicly owned rail corridor under described 
circumstances; amending s. 337.408, F.S.; providing for public pay telephones and 
advertising thereon to be installed within the right-of-way limits of any municipal, 
county, or state road; amending s. 338.01, F.S.; requiring new and replacement 
electronic toll collection systems to be interoperable with the department’s system; 
amending s. 338.165, F.S.; providing that provisions requiring the continuation of 
tolls following the discharge of bond indebtedness does not apply to high-occupancy 
toll lanes or express lanes; creating s. 338.166, F.S.; authorizing the department to 
request that bonds be issued which are secured by toll revenues from high-occupancy 
toll or express lanes in a specified location; providing for the department to continue 
to collect tolls after discharge of indebtedness; authorizing the use of excess toll 
revenues for improvements to the State Highway System; authorizing the 



implementation of variable rate tolls on high-occupancy toll lanes or express lanes; 
amending s. 338.2216, F.S.; directing the Florida Turnpike Enterprise to implement 
new technologies and processes in its operations and collection of tolls and other 
amounts; amending s. 338.231, F.S.; revising provisions for establishing and 
collecting tolls; authorizing the collection of amounts to cover costs of toll collection 
and payment methods; requiring public notice and hearing; amending s. 339.12, F.S.; 
revising requirements for aid and contributions by governmental entities for 
transportation projects; revising limits under which the department may enter into an 
agreement with a county for a project or project phase not in the adopted work 
program; authorizing the department to enter into certain long-term repayment 
agreements; amending s. 339.135, F.S.; revising certain notice provisions that require 
the Department of Transportation to notify local governments regarding amendments 
to an adopted 5-year work program; amending s. 339.2816, F.S., relating to the small 
county road assistance program; providing for resumption of certain funding for the 
program; revising the criteria for counties eligible to participate in the program; 
amending s. 348.0003, F.S.; requiring transportation, bridge, and toll authorities to 
comply with the financial disclosure requirements of the State Constitution; 
amending s. 479.01, F.S.; revising provisions for outdoor advertising; revising the 
definition of the term “automatic changeable facing”; amending s. 479.07, F.S.; 
revising a prohibition against signs on the State Highway System; revising 
requirements for display of the sign permit tag; directing the department to establish 
by rule a fee for furnishing a replacement permit tag; revising the pilot project for 
permitted signs to include Hills-borough County and areas within the boundaries of 
the City of Miami; amending s. 479.08, F.S.; revising provisions for denial or 
revocation of a sign permit; amending s. 479.156, F.S.; clarifying that a municipality 
or county is authorized to make a determination of customary use with respect to 
regulations governing commercial wall murals and that such determination must be 
accepted in lieu of any agreement between the state and the United States Department 
of Transportation; amending s. 479.261, F.S.; revising requirements for the logo sign 
program of the interstate highway system; deleting provisions providing for permits 
to be awarded to the highest bidders; requiring the department to implement a 
rotation-based logo program; requiring the department to adopt rules that set 
reasonable rates based on certain factors for annual permit fees; requiring that such 
fees not exceed a certain amount for sign locations inside and outside an urban area; 
requiring the department to conduct a study of transportation alternatives for the 
Interstate 95 corridor and report to the Governor, the Legislature, and the affected 
metropolitan planning organizations; repealing part III of ch. 343 F.S., relating to the 
Tampa Bay Commuter Transit Authority; transferring any assets to the Tampa Bay 
Area Regional Transportation Authority; amending s. 316.191, F.S.; increasing the 
period for which a vehicle may be impounded for certain violations of state law 
relating to racing on highways; amending s. 316.191, F.S.; defining the term “race”; 
providing an effective date.  

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:  

Section 1. Section 120.52, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:  

120.52 Definitions.—As used in this act:  

(1) “Agency” means:  



(a) The Governor in the exercise of all executive powers other than those derived from 
the constitution.  

(b) Each:  

1. State officer and state department, and each departmental unit described in s. 20.04.  
 
2. Authority, including a regional water supply authority.  
 
3. Board, including the Board of Governors of the State University System and a state 

university board of trustees when acting pursuant to statutory authority derived from the 
Legislature.  

 
4. Commission, including the Commission on Ethics and the Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission when acting pursuant to statutory authority derived from the 
Legislature.  

 
5. Regional planning agency.  
 
6. Multicounty special district with a majority of its governing board comprised of 

nonelected persons.  
 
7. Educational units.  
 
8. Entity described in chapters 163, 373, 380, and 582 and s. 186.504.  
 
(c) Each other unit of government in the state, including counties and municipalities, to 

the extent they are expressly made subject to this act by general or special law or existing 
judicial decisions.  

This definition does not include any legal entity or agency created in whole or in part pursuant to chapter 
361, part II, any metropolitan planning organization created pursuant to s. 339.175, any separate legal or 
administrative entity created pursuant to s. 339.175 of which a metropolitan planning organization is a 
member, an expressway authority pursuant to chapter 348 or any transportation authority under chapter 
343 or chapter 349, any legal or administrative entity created by an interlocal agreement pursuant to s. 
163.01(7), unless any party to such agreement is otherwise an agency as defined in this subsection, or any 
multicounty special district with a majority of its governing board comprised of elected persons; however, 
this definition shall include a regional water supply authority.  

Approved by the Governor May 27, 2009.  

Filed in Office Secretary of State May 27, 2009 


