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April 18, 2006 

 
 

Ms. Bridget E. Warring 
Homeownership Loan Program Manager 
Florida Housing Finance Corporation 
227 N. Bronough Street, Suite 5000 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
 
Re:  Florida Housing Finance Corporation Rule Chapter 67-57 
 
Dear Ms. Warring: 
 
After reviewing the proposed creation of Chapter 67-57, I offer the following comments and 
questions for your review and written response: 
 
67-57.005(9)  The first sentence does not appear to make sense.  The term “Calendar 

Days” is not defined.  Instead, there are two substantive provisions about 
how to compute deadlines.  Why is the term “calendar days” defined 
differently here than in 67-21.002(15) and 67-48.002(15)?  In those other 
two rules, calendar days are defined as the seven days of the week.  Other 
substantive provisions, as opposed to the definitions rule section, then 
establish that deadlines that fall on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday 
are extended to the next day that is not one of those three and that the day 
after the event that starts the clock is counted as the first day, not the day 
of the event itself. 

 
67-57.030(1)  The Membership Application that is incorporated here appears to have 

two form titles but no form number.  See sec. 120.55(1)(a)4., Fla. Stat.  
 
67-57.030(5)  Is there a form for submitting the annual renewal fee and the information 

about any changes to the development team or organizational structure?  
In 67-57.030(6), it says that the failure to submit the “form” and pay the 
fee will result in disqualification from the program and cancellation of any 
reservations.  Does this apply only to the membership application and 
initial fee, or does it also apply to the annual renewal notice and fee? 
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67-57.040(2)(a) What is meant by the term “minimal landscaping”?  How is minimal 

defined, and who makes this determination?  Is minimal landscaping the 
only permissible amount, or is it meant to be a minimum or maximum cut-
off line?  In other words, would a home be disqualified if it had more than 
minimal landscaping, or would a home be disqualified if it had no 
landscaping? 

 
67-57.040(3)(c) What is “excessive traffic and noise,” how will it be defined, and who will 

make this determination?  Additionally, how and by whom will proposed 
mitigation plans be evaluated? 

 
67-57.040(3)(d) This provision appears to be vague and difficult to understand.  It says that 

a home site must be “free from significant industrial or agricultural 
hazards, including hazardous substances, toxic chemicals, gas, oil, and 
chemical storage tanks and facilities, runoff, spills, odors, noise and 
airborne particulates.”  How will this be determined?  Does significant 
apply to each of the examples, or does the existence of an odor at the 
property constitute a significant hazard?  In other words, if there is even a 
trace amount of toxic chemical in the soil, the property would not be free 
from this hazardous substance.  However, it is not clear whether this 
would disqualify the property or if it would require that there be a 
“significant” amount of the chemical.  Finally, if the string of examples 
remains in place, it appears that they should be separated by semi-colons 
because of the internal string connected to storage tanks and facilities (i.e., 
“hazardous substances; toxic chemicals; gas, oil, and chemical storage 
tanks and facilities; runoff; spills; odors; noise; and airborne 
particulates”). 

 
67-57.050(3)  It appears that “the lesser of” should be included in the second half of the 

sentence describing the loan limits for homebuyers with disabilities too. 
 
67-57.050(5)  This subsection might read better by replacing “any” with “a” (“A 

Member may not be a Financial Beneficiary of another Member.”). 
 
67-57.050(13)  This subsection is somewhat awkward.  It might make more sense if the 

last part of the sentence was moved to the beginning (i.e., “At the time of 
submission of the HOP homebuyer reservation, the requested allocation 
will be denied if a Member, Principal, or Affiliate of a Member . . . .”). 

 
67-57.060(4)(a)2. Because “repairs” and “improvements” are both plural, it appears that 

“requires” should be replaced with “require.” 
 
67-57.070(1)  This subsection calls for Members to submit a HOP homebuyer 



Ms. Bridget E. Warring 
April 18, 2006 
Page 3 

reservation after construction begins.  What must a Member submit at that 
time?  Is there a form for requesting the reservation? 

 
 
67-57.070(2)  What is the “environmental checklist” that is required here?  Is this a 

form?  If not, what items must be included on the checklist? 
 
If any of my comments and questions are not clear, please feel free to contact me.  Otherwise, I 
look forward to your response. 
 
      Sincerely,          

         
      Brian T. Moore 
      Chief Attorney 
 
cc: Matt Sirmans 
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