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Re:   Department of Health 

        Rules 64J-3.001 and .002, F.A.W. 

 

Dear Ms. Walker: 

 

I have conducted a review of proposed rules 64J-3.001, “Definitions,” and .002, “Certification of 

911 Emergency Dispatchers,” which were advertised in the Florida Administrative Weekly on 

October 24, 2008.  I have the following questions and comments about these proposed rules. 

 

64J-3.001: This rule defines the “Department” as “the Florida Department of Health,” 

and includes its mailing address.  This definition is already contained in 

rule subsection 64J-1.001(8).  It is not necessary to duplicate this 

definition. 

 

64J-3.002: If the department decides to withdraw rule 64J-3.001, the reference to 

that rule in rule 64J-3.002 should be deleted.  Further, I was unable to 

locate DH Form 5066, 10/08, on the website address provided in the rule.  

Please provide a more specific website address, or make this form 

available on this website when the rule is adopted. 

 

This rule states that to be qualified for 911 emergency dispatch 

certification, an individual must apply for certification on “DH Form 

5066, 10/08, 911 Emergency Dispatcher Initial/Original Certificate 

Application.”  The language in this proposed rule is unclear.  Subsection 

401.465(2), Florida Statutes, states that the department shall issue a 

certificate to any applicant who meets the requirements specified in that 
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statute.  Therefore, obtaining certification requires more than submitting 

an application.  Please clarify this language in the rule. 

 

 Please explain what the department means by “the relevant employer” in 

section “B. Experience and Education” of Form DH 5066. 

 

Next, this form does not establish educational criteria for 911 emergency 

dispatchers as required by paragraph 401.465(2)(a).  It states in part: 

 

 If the total certified length of time is equal to or more than 

24 month in total, please attach a certificate or Diploma 

resulting from at least 208 hours of training from an 

educational institution under the supervision of the 

Department of Education conducting the most recently 

approved emergency dispatcher course of the Department 

of Education.  Proof of education is not required if the total 

certified length of time is equal to or greater than 60 

months.  

 

 First, it appears the substance of this paragraph substantially paraphrases 

subparagraph 401.465(2)(b)1., Florida Statutes, except it exempts the 

requisite proof of education for applicants whose certified length of time is 

equal to or greater than 60 months.   

 

 It appears this educational requirement applies to all applicants, including 

those certified for 60 months or longer.  Please explain this exception, or 

revise this language in the form.   

 

Please explain what constitutes the “most recently approved emergency 

dispatcher course of the Department of Education.” Also, this phrase 

paraphrases paragraph 401.465(2)(b)1., Florida Statutes.  This language 

does not provide a prospective applicant meaningful guidance on where to 

receive this training.  Please provide this information. 

 

 In section “C.  Public Records exemption,” the period after “§” and before 

“633.35” should be deleted. 

 

 The statutory reference to the public records exemption appears to be 

incorrect.  The form cites subsection 119.07(4).  Does the department 

intend to cite subsection 119.071(4)? 

 

 The next section is “F. OATH.”  It appears this section should be lettered 

as “D.” 
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 The “OATH” in the form is not an oath.  An oath must be taken or 

administered before an officer authorized under section 92.50,  

Florida Statutes, to administer oaths.  See § 92.525(1)(a), Fla. Stat.  

Therefore, the oath required by subsection 401.465(2), Florida Statutes, 

should be notarized. 

 

Please let me know if my questions and comments are not clear.  Otherwise, I look forward to 

your response. 

 

      Sincerely, 

    
  Marjorie C. Holladay 

      Senior Attorney 

 

cc: Mr. Michael A. Greif 

Senior Attorney 
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