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February 14, 2014 

 

 

 

Ms. Jennifer Tschetter 

General Counsel 

Department of Health 

Office of the General Counsel  

4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A02 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1703   

 

Re: Department of Health  

 Rule 64J-2.010, F.A.C. 

 

Dear Ms. Tschetter: 

 

I have reviewed proposed rule 64J-2.010, “Allocation of Trauma Centers among the Trauma 

Service Areas (TSAs),” which was advertised in the Florida Administrative Register on 

February 3, 2014.  I have the following comments. 

 

Title: It appears that the word “among” in the rule title should be 

capitalized. 

 

64J-2.010(1)(a): This paragraph states, “The following criteria shall be used to 

determine a total score for each TSA.  Points shall be determined 

based upon data in the Trauma Service Area Assessment.”  Please 

provide a copy of the Trauma Service Area Assessment to the 

committee for review. 

 

As the department determines points based on data contained in the 

Trauma Service Area Assessment, it appears that the Trauma 

Service Area Assessment is part of the rule and should be 

specifically incorporated by reference in the rule text.  See Fla. 

Admin. Code R. 1-1.013.  Please incorporate the Trauma Service 

Area Assessment in the rule, or explain why it is not necessary.  If 

this document is incorporated by reference into the rule text, the 

department must comply with the provisions of sub-subparagraphs  
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120.54(1)(i)3. and (3)(a)4., Florida Statutes, and rule 1-1.013, 

Florida Administrative Code.   

 

64J-2.010(1)(a)3.: This subparagraph is entitled “Community Support,” and provides 

that points may be awarded for certain letters of support for an 

additional trauma center.  Paragraph (1)(a) refers to points being 

determined “based upon data in the Trauma Service Area 

Assessment.”  Please explain what data in the Trauma Service 

Area Assessment regarding “community support” the department 

relies upon to determine the number of points that may be given to 

each trauma service area, which in turn the department uses to 

allocate the number of trauma centers in each trauma service area 

pursuant to paragraph 64J-2.010(1)(b).  If these letters of support 

are not based on data contained in the Trauma Service Area 

Assessment, please revise the rule accordingly. 

 

64J-2.010(1)(a)4.: Please explain whether the term “Severely injured [sic] Patients Not 

Treated In Trauma Centers” is the same as “Severely Injured 

Patients Discharged from Acute Care Hospitals,” which is defined in 

the “Glossary of terms” on page three of the Trauma Service Area 

Assessment, dated January 31, 2014 (obtained from 

www.floridahealth.gov/licensing-and-regulation/trauma-

system/_documents/trauma-area-service-assessment.pdf).  If so, it 

appears that the terms should be used consistently.  If these terms are 

not the same, please explain what data in the Trauma Service Area 

Assessment regarding “severely injured patients not treated in 

trauma centers” the department relies upon to determine the number 

of points that may be given to each trauma service area, which in 

turn the department uses to allocate the number of trauma centers in 

each trauma service area pursuant to paragraph 64J-2.010(1)(b). 

 

It appears that the word “injured” should be capitalized. 

 

64J-2.010(1)(a)6.a.-d.: These sub-subparagraphs refer to “the statutory trauma center 

patient volumes.”  It appears it would be helpful to identify the 

statute where these patient volumes may be found, which appears 

to be subsection 395.402(1).  See § 120.545(1)(i), Fla. Stat. 

 

64J-2.010(1)(a)6.a.: It appears the comma following the word “volumes” should be 

deleted. 

 

64J-2.010(1)(a)6.b.: It appears the comma following the word “volumes” should be 

deleted. 
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64J-2.010(3): This subsection refers to the Trauma Service Area Assessment, 

dated January 31, 2014, and provides the following Internet 

address where the Trauma Service Area Assessment may be found:  

www.FLHealth.gov/.  This address does not lead to the Trauma 

Service Area Assessment.  Instead this address appears to be a 

general website for the Florida Department of Health.  Please 

include a link in the rule text that leads directly to the Trauma 

Service Area Assessment. 

 

 See comment to 64J-2.010(1)(a) regarding incorporating the 

Trauma Service Area Assessment into the rule by reference.   

 

As always, please let me know if you have any questions.  Otherwise, I look forward to your 

response. 

 

      Sincerely, 

 
      Marjorie C. Holladay 

      Chief Attorney 
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